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THE SEA THEATER



You could become a shark

Or an octopus

At the End of History . . .

So, let us explore the possibilities for our transforma-

tion in this age of meltdown and rising seas by tracing 

Nietzsche’s obsession with the sun setting in a blaze of 

ÀUH�

Let us follow his idea of the “reverse experiment” in 

which the human devolves into the marine, as we see with 

humor and wonder in Jean Painleve’s 1920s underwater 

ÀOPV�LQ�%ULWWDQ\�ZKHUH�WKH�WLGHV�UXQ�IDVW�DQG�GHHS�

%HJXQ�E\�LPDJLQLQJ�'RQ�4XLMRWH�DQG�6DQFKR�3DQ]D�

RQ�DQ�LVODQG�ZLWK�D�OLJKWKRXVH�RII�WKH�ÀQLVK�FRDVW��WKH�

Sea Theater is inspired by the novel Das Totenschiff (The 

Death Ship) by the German-Mexican anarchist mystery 

PDQ�%��7UDYHQ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VKLS�WHOOV�WKH�EHVW�VWRULHV��

inanimate things become animate and, for no matter how 

brief a moment, do actually achieve the Mastery of Non-

Mastery.
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Theater performed at the Whitney, February 23, 2013. 
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